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Written submission from CONFOR 

Briefing note for Scottish Parliament Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform committee  

The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017  

Summary: Confor asks members of the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform committee to support Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/113) and oppose Motion S5M-05579. 

Issue: Concern about the raising of the EIA threshold for forestry planting schemes 
to 20ha. 

Why raise the threshold? 

Scottish forestry is worth £1 billion to our economy each year and supports 25,000 
jobs.  Many of these jobs are in economically fragile rural areas where alternative 
employment prospects are limited.  

Modern forestry planting is also creating new habitats for wildlife, places for 
recreation, and making a huge contribution to meeting Scotland’s ambitious climate 
change targets.  

If this economic and environmental success story is to continue Scotland needs to 
plant more trees.  

Confor supports the Scottish Government’s aim of modernising the legislative 
framework for forestry to develop, support and regulate the sector in Scotland.  

The Scottish Government has the most ambitious tree planting targets in the UK and 
has recently announced a new target of 15,000 hectares per annum from the middle 
of the next decade.    

However, the reality is that unnecessarily complex procedures for approving planting 
applications means Scotland has failed to meet existing planting targets for a 
number of years.    

Existing protection through UKFS 

The UK Forestry Standard is the standard of management designed to ensure that 
any forestry enhances its environment over the 40 or more years of the timber 
growing cycle. RSPB and other environmental bodies participated in the recent 
revision of UKFS.  

UKFS ensures that sustainable management practices will be adhered to during the 
forest’s lifetime. For example:  
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 adding species and habitat diversity, eg at Carrick in Argyll UKFS 
management ensured a new scheme was successfully designed to harmonise 
with the resident Golden eagle population.1 

 providing native woodland and deadwood which are known to support a wide 
range of birds and invertebrates.  

 strictly avoiding planting on deep peat, and moreover improving wetlands and 
naturalising rivers which have been drained and canalised by agriculture 

 strictly avoiding damage to ancient woodland or protected sites, and moreover 
enhancing them by an ongoing management plan, for example to keep them 
clear of any non-native species. 

Is UKFS always applied?  

In theory, it is possible for ‘privately funded planting’ to create forest in defiance of 
the standards, but in practice it does not happen:  

a) they would lose out on all the grant funding available for woodland creation 

b) they would also lose 40 years of hectarage payments they could have 
received for using the land for an agricultural purpose 

c) they would not receive a felling license to harvest, except on condition of 
restructuring the site, at their own expense to meet with UKFS standards. 

Does an EIA provide necessary additional protection?  

An EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) is appropriate where there is no 
means to assess the impact of development. In forestry, the UKFS provides this with 
EIA as an additional safeguard for larger schemes. That is sensible for large planting 
schemes or where the site is in a sensitive or national scenic area.  

Every forest application is assessed, and the EIA process is automatically triggered 
if:  

1. Any part of the forest is in a sensitive area (eg. National Parks, SSSIs) 

2. The forest is over two hectares and in a national scenic area 

3. The forest is over five hectares and no part of it is in a sensitive area: the 
current proposal is to raise this automatic trigger to 20ha. 

Scotland, and the rest of the UK, operate a far lower threshold for EIAs than other 
Member States. 

With UKFS in place, the system can be updated to provide a secure balance 
between delivering tree planting targets and protecting the environment, and ensure 

                                                           
1 http://www.confor.org.uk/our-story/how-modern-forestry-works/carrick-conservation-

and-productive-forestry-hand-in-hand/  

http://www.confor.org.uk/our-story/how-modern-forestry-works/carrick-conservation-and-productive-forestry-hand-in-hand/
http://www.confor.org.uk/our-story/how-modern-forestry-works/carrick-conservation-and-productive-forestry-hand-in-hand/
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that continued environmental improvements can be made in forestry through the 
participative process of sustainable forestry standards rather than the adversarial 
process typical of building developments.  

About Confor 

Confor (www.confor.org.uk) is a not-for-profit membership organisation for 
sustainable forestry and wood-using businesses. Confor represents the whole 
forestry and wood supply chain and focuses on strategic issues vital to the success 
and sustainable future of the sector. These include helping build the market for wood 
and forest products, creating a supportive policy environment, and helping members 
to become more competitive and successful. 

Confor has around 800 members in Scotland including forest management 
companies, sawmills and wood processors, forestry professionals and woodland 
owners.  
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